The role of autofluorescence bronchoscopy in monitoring a tumorous lesion in the bronchial mucosa: a case report.
Autofluorescence bronchoscopy (AFB) is a diagnostic procedure that is included in all diagnostic algorithms discovering precancerous lesions in the large airways. We presented a 71-year-old patient submitted to exploration due to prolonged cough. Both noninvasive and invasive pulmonary diagnostic management was carried out. On bronchoscopy, an endobronchial mass was detected in the apical bronchus. A positive endoscopy finding indicated AFB which disclosed a fluorescence alteration of the tumor mucosa and the former bronchoscopy site. Histopathological analysis of the catheter biopsy obtained samples from the right upper lobe confirmed fibrinous purulent pneumonia in organization. The applied treatment resulted in regression of both symptoms and the lesion in the right upper lobe. Due to a positive AFB finding, the patient was regularly observed over the following three years, having had three control AFB to monitor the initial finding. AFB may be utilized in the routine of everyday practice to assess the spread of the disease, as well as in the postsurgical and long-term follow-up of operated patients. The procedure may also be applied to enable an easier and more reliable observation of patients with suspicious endobronchial lesions, smokers with altered fluorescence of the bronchial mucosa, and chronic patients.